A right pleural mass was detected incidentally in a 52-year-old woman and chest computed tomography showed lobulated pleural mass. Thoracoscopic excision was performed. Histology showed solitary fibrous tumor with extensive cystic change. Solitary fibrous tumor with extensive cystic change is very rare and we treated this tumor successfully with video-assisted thoracic surgery.
INTRODUCTION

CASE REPORT
A right pleural mass was detected incidentally in a 52-year-old woman during an annual medical checkup. This had not been detected two years earlier. She had no specific symptoms, or medical history. On physical examination, slightly decreased breath sounds were noted in the right lung field. A chest X-ray showed focal opacification in the right lower thorax, suggestive of an extrapleural mass.
Contrast-enhanced chest computed tomography (CT) showed a lobulated pleural mass arising from the parietal pleura, with a lobulated elongated contour and mild contrast enhancement, suggesting a localized fibrous tumor of the pleura. A localized pneumothorax was noted (Fig. 1) . Other laboratory tests were within the normal range. A CT-guided percutaneous transthoracic needle aspiration biopsy suggested a fibrous tumor of the pleura. The patient underwent thoracoscopic excision of the mass, which originated from the visceral pleura and showed extensive cystic change (Fig. 2) . The oval mass measured 8×5×3 cm and was well encapsulated. The pleural surface was ballooned markedly, resulting in bullae formation; the localized 'pneumothorax' seen on chest CT was actually a large bulla. The mass was not invasive or aggressive.
A frozen biopsy suggested a solitary fibrous tumor. Postoperatively, the patient had no problems and was discharged on postoperative day 5. The histology showed a solitary fibrous tumor with extensive cystic changes.
DISCUSSION
Pleural tumors show various patterns and can be diffuse, e.g., a pleural mesothelioma, or localized, e.g., a fibrous tumor. This rare tumor has been given many names because of its origin and character and was thought to be a benign, localized form of malignant pleural mesothelioma. However, improvements in diagnostic tech- 
